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 FEBRUARY PRAYER GUIDE 
 

 
 

Let the thought sink deep into the heart of every church, 

that their minister will be such a minister as their prayers 

make him… How perilous is the condition of that minister… 

whose heart is not encouraged, whose hands are not 

strengthened, and who is not upheld by the prayers of his 

people!” 

 

 Gardiner Spring (1785—1873) 

 

There is no greater gift we can give our pastor, staff, and the spiritual leaders of our 

church than to pray for them.  During the month of February, we ask that you make a 

concerted effort to pray for Koby, our staff, and First Baptist Church of Erwin daily.  You 

may desire to use the following prayer guide to help direct your prayers each day. 

 

Pastors cannot do ministry alone;  they need committed intercessors to lift them up in 

fervent and specific prayer.  Imagine the power of God which may be released at 

First Baptist if we faithfully pray together for our pastor and staff.  Pastors are human — 

they face the same challenges of the people whom they are charged to shepherd.  

They may grow tired in ministry, become discouraged, or find it difficult to balance 

their many roles and responsibilities.  They need the encouragement and support of 

those they lead.   

 

Prayer for your pastor and staff is crucial to the spiritual to the health of your staff, their 

family, and your church.  If you wish to encourage these spiritual leaders in our church 

(both staff and lay-leaders), let them know you are praying for them!  Beyond this 29-

day prayer challenge for the month of February, ask them periodically for specific 

prayer requests, and assure them you will pray accordingly. 

 

If you are willing to commit to these 29 continuous, intentional days of prayer during 

the month of February, please sign your name below: 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DAY ONE 

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 
 

Scripture Reading:  Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 6:33 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your might.  

— Deuteronomy 6:5 

 

Pray that Koby will love God with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength.  Pray that 

God’s Spirit will work in his heart in power and that he will value and follow Biblical pri-

orities. 

 

DAY TWO 

STRONG CHARACTER AND INTEGRITY 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Timothy 1: 5, 3:7; Ephesians 6:10—12 

 

But the aim of such instruction is love that comes from a pure heart, a good 

conscience, and sincere faith.  

— I Timothy 1:5 

 

Pray that Koby will cultivate strong character and uncompromising integrity.  Pray that 

his testimony will be genuine and representative of Christ’s Spirit. 

 

DAY THREE 

PURSUING CHRIST 
 

Scripture Reading:  Mark 1:35; II Timothy 2:15—16 

 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who 

has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 

— II Timothy 2:15 

 

Pray for Koby, Preston, Leslie, Brandon, and Shawn’s personal walks with God — that 

their souls and spirits will be nourished and strengthened in individual quiet times with 

God, beyond sermon, study, and worship preparation.  Pray that they will spend more 

time seeking Christ through study and reflection of scripture. 
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DAY FOUR 

GROWING IN DISCERNMENT 
 

Scripture Reading:  Malachi 2:7; James 1:5—6; John 17:15 

 

If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and un-

grudgingly, and it will be given to you.   

— James 1:5—6 

 

Pray that Koby will counsel and teach with discernment through the wise use of scrip-

ture and faith through God’s power.  Pray that he will be protected from the effects 

of negativity he may encounter. 

 

DAY FIVE 

A STRONG MARRIAGE 
 

Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 5:23—33 

 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 

for her.   

— Ephesians 5:25 

 

Ask God to protect the Strawsers’ marriage and to keep it strong as a model of 

Christ’s relationship with the Church.  Pray for the other staff who are married.  Pray for 

each of their spouses as they seek to support their spouse in ministry.  Pray for guid-

ance and direction of spouses as they utilize their own special spiritual gifts through 

ministry. 

 

DAY SIX 

HEALING AND JOY 
 

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 61:3 

 

To provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ash-

es, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 

faint spirit.  They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 

display his glory.   

— Isaiah 61:3 

 

Ask God to heal any hurts that Koby has suffered during his ministry.  Pray that each 

staff member will serve the Lord with gladness.  Pray that the congregation will be en-

couraged to worship God with a joyful, surrendered spirit. 
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DAY SEVEN 

A STRONG FAMILY 
 

Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:20—21 

 

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is your acceptable duty in the 

Lord.  Fathers, do not provoke your children, or they may lose heart.  

— Colossians 3:20—21 

 

Pray for Koby and Chasity’s children.  Pray that Mark, Thomas, and Manuel will contin-

ue to adjust to their new lives in Erwin.  Ask God to bring special blessings to them and 

upon their teachers and friends at Rock Creek School.  Pray that Koby and Chasity 

would provide godly leadership in their home.  Pray for each of Preston and Christy’s 

children (Rebecca, Elisabeth, Christine, Mary Catherine, and Samantha) as they find 

God’s purpose for their lives. 

 

DAY EIGHT 

TENDING THE PRAYER HEDGES 
 

Scripture Reading:  Ezekiel 22:30; II Corinthians 10:4—5; Matthew 19:6 

 

So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore what God has joined to-

gether, let no one separate. 

— Matthew 19:6 

 

Pray that God will build a hedge of protection around Koby’s family.  Pray for ade-

quate time for rest, relaxation, and restoration as a family, protected from the strug-

gles and stresses of daily life.  We also hope to be mindful as a congregation of the 

family’s continual needs — physical, emotional, and spiritual — and pray to be em-

boldened so that we may provide for them. 
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DAY NINE 

DEEP FRIENDSHIPS 
 

Scripture Reading:  Philippians 2:19—25 

 

But Timothy’s worth you know, how like a son with a father he has served with 

me in the work of the gospel.   

— Philippians 2:22 

 

Pray that God will bring godly friends, encouragers, and mentors to Koby, Chasity, 

and their family to strengthen them for the ministry and provide meaningful fellowship 

and times of rest.  Pray for our church to form meaningful relationships between other 

congregations here in Erwin and beyond as we seek to do kingdom work for God’s 

glory. 

 

DAY TEN 

GROWING IN HUMILITY 
 

Scripture Reading:  Micah 6:8; Galatians 6:14; John 7:17—18; I Corinthians 10:1—13 

 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?   

— Micah 6:8 

 

Pray that Koby will be humble and authentic in his faith, not given to pride or hypocri-

sy.  Pray that he will have pure motives and give God glory for each gain and victory. 

 

DAY ELEVEN 

KEEPING A BALANCED LIFE 
 

Scripture Reading:  Romans 12:1—2; I Corinthians 6:19—20, 9:27 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which your spiritual 

worship. 

— Romans 12:1 

 

Pray that your pastor and staffmembers will make wise lifestyle choices in order to pro-

tect their physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health.  Pray for times of relaxation 

and renewal to balance the stress of ministry. 
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DAY TWELVE 

FEARING GOD 
 

Scripture Reading:  Acts 6:4; Proverbs 19:23; II Timothy 2:15, 4:1—2; Hebrews 11:6 

 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who 

has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.   

— II Timothy 2:15 

 

Pray that Koby will focus on scripture and walk in the fear of the Lord — rather than in 

the fear of people — as he prepares his sermons.  Pray that he will seek to please God 

rather than people and have the strength to provide a prophetic voice. 

 

 

DAY THIRTEEN 

LEADING AS A SHEPHERD 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Kings 3:9; I Peter 5:2; Romans 12:6—8; Jeremiah 3:15 

 

I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge 

and understanding.   

— Jeremiah 3:15 

 

Praise God for Koby’s leadership and pray that he will make godly decisions as he 

seeks to lead our church as undershepherd.  Pray that he will lead with a shepherd’s 

heart and that he will always speak the truth in love.  Pray that each of our hearts will 

be opened as Christ’s sheep to opportunities for growth and change and for new 

ways of doing kingdom work. 

 

DAY FOURTEEN 

COURAGEOUS PREACHING 
 

Scripture Reading:  Colossians 1:28, 4:3; Ephesians 6:19 

 

Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make 

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel.  

— Ephesians 6:19 

 

Pray that Koby will be courageous in the pulpit in proclaiming Christ and confident in 

his use of scripture.  Ask God to help him preach God’s word with insight, transparen-

cy, and humility. 
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DAY FIFTEEN 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 
 

Scripture Reading:  Romans 10:15; Matthew 28:19—20; Luke 19:10 

 

And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?  As it is written, “Who 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

— Romans 10:15 

 

Pray that our pastor and staff will fully embrace the Great Commission, committed to 

bringing the Good News of Christ to those who may not yet know Him.  Pray that they 

will equip the congregation to further this mission throughout our community and our 

world.  Pray that, together, we will have a heart to continue a thriving missions pro-

gram at First Baptist. 

 

DAY SIXTEEN 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Thessalonians 5:17; Acts 1:14; Mark 1:35 

 

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted 

place, and there he prayed.   

— Mark 1:35 

 

Pray that Koby will embody prayer, worship, and lead by example — teaching our 

congregation how to walk in a close relationship with the Father.  Pray for our worship 

leaders, musicians, choir as they seek to draw us nearer to God through our worship of 

God each week. 

 

DAY SEVENTEEN 

USING TIME WISELY 
 

Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 5:15—16; Colossians 4:5; Psalm 9:12; John 9:4 

 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most 

of the time, because the days are evil.  

— Ephesians 5:15—16 

 

Pray that our pastor, staff, deacons, committees, and lay leaders will use wise time 

management strategies, seeking God’s perspective for their schedules and guarding 

them against unnecessary interruptions and distractions, which ultimately keep all of 

us from reaching out to those who need to hear God’s voice. 
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DAY EIGHTEEN 

A FRESH ANOINTING 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Corinthians 9:27; II Timothy 1:7; Romans 15:18—19 

 

For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished 

through me…  

— Romans 15:18 

 

Pray for a fresh divine anointing on our pastor’s ministry as he seeks to lead First Bap-

tist.  Pray that God’s work will be powerfully evident in both Koby’s life and in the spir-

itual life of the congregation.  Further, pray that this spiritual renewal will be evident to 

all who encounter First Baptist Church as we seek to fulfill our calling to ministry within 

our community and beyond. 

 

DAY NINETEEN 

TRUSTING GOD IN CONFLICT 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Peter 2:23 

 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.   

— I Peter 2:23 

 

Pray that Koby will not give in to discouragement but will handle setbacks, criticisms, 

and conflict by committing himself into the hands of God, who judges righteously.  

Pray that we, Koby’s church family, will be gentle with one another as we work to-

gether.  As a congregation, pray that God will remind us that we, too, have a spiritual 

responsibility to the life of the church, and our ministry here in Erwin does not live nor 

die by the hand of the pastor. 
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DAY TWENTY 

A SERVANT’S HEART 
 

Scripture Reading:  Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 6:7; Mark 1:43—45;  

 John 13:5—9; Philippians 2:3—4 

 

But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave 

of all. 

— Mark 10:43—44 

 

Pray that your pastor and staff will make wise lifestyle choices in order to protect their 

physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health.  Pray for times of relaxation and re-

newal to balance the stresses of ministry. 

 

DAY TWENTY-ONE 

MINISTRY TEAM UNITY 
 

Scripture Reading:  Romans 12:18, 14:19; I Corinthians 1:10—31 

 

Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.  

— Romans 14:19 

 

Pray for spiritual unity in the church staff, among the spiritual leadership of the church, 

and the congregation.  Pray that divisions, strife, or misunderstandings would not arise 

among the church leaders or congregation.  

 

DAY TWENTY-TWO 

CLEAR VISION 
 

Scripture Reading:  Proverbs 29:18; John 15:16, 17:17 

 

Where there is no prophecy, the people cast off restraint, but happy are those 

who keep the law.   

— Proverbs 29:18 

 

Pray that God will give Koby and our church staff and lay leaders a clearer vision of 

what First Baptist can be and should be for God’s glory.  Pray that God’s vision can be 

clearly and confidently communicated to the laity. 
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DAY TWENTY-THREE 

A HEART FOR REVIVAL 
 

Scripture Reading:  II Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 69:32 

 

Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let your hearts revive.  

— Psalm 69:32 

 

Pray that Koby, our staff, and lay leaders will seek God for personal revival and revival 

in our church and community. 

 

DAY TWENTY-FOUR 

THE MIND OF CHRIST 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Corinthians 2:16; Colossians 2:6—7; Ephesians 4:17 

 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives 

in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 

taught, abounding in thanksgiving.   

— Colossians 2:6—7 

 

Pray that Koby, our staff, our lay leaders, and our congregation will think biblically — 

with the mind of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

DAY TWENTY-FIVE 

SEEKING GOD’S WILL 
 

Scripture Reading:  II Corinthians 10:3—5; Luke 9:23—24 

 

Then he said to them all, “If any want to become my followers, le them deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.  For those who want to 

save their life will lose if and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.”   

—Luke 9:23—24 

 

Pray that Koby will earnestly seek God’s will and be committed to instant and com-

plete obedience — ready for God to work powerfully in and through his ministry at the 

First Baptist Church. 
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DAY TWENTY-SIX 

WORKING WHOLEHEARTEDLY 
 

Scripture Reading:  I Peter 1:3; Colossians 3:23—24 

 

Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your 

masters, since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as 

your reward; you serve the Lord Christ.   

— Colossians 3:23—24 

 

Pray that Koby will strive for personal and professional excellence and that he will be-

lieve God for all that He wants to do in the congregation of the First Baptist Church.  

Pray that he will have the strength and endurance necessary to lead the people of 

our church and our community. 

 

DAY TWENTY-SEVEN 

A GROWING FAITH 
 

Scripture Reading:  I John 4:18; Proverbs 3:5—6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  

— Proverbs 3:5 

 

Pray that our pastor will be a faith-filled individual and have a passionate love for serv-

ing God and serving others, not giving in to worries, fears, or anxieties.  Pray that mem-

bers of our staff, lay leadership, and congregation will embrace the same qualities. 

 

DAY TWENTY-EIGHT 

FINANCIAL PROVISION AND WISDOM 
 

Scripture Reading:  Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5; I Timothy 6:6—11; Psalm 37:25 

 

And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory 

in Christ Jesus.   

— Philippians 4:19 

 

Ask God to provide for the financial needs of the Strawser family.  Pray that Koby and 

our church leaders will be wise stewards of church funds, which ultimately belong to 

God.  Pray that as congregants we will open our hearts to the functional ministry 

needs of our church and be generous in giving of our time, talent, and treasure re-

sources. 
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DAY TWENTY-NINE 

BEARING THE SPIRIT’S FRUIT 
 

Scripture Reading:  Galatians 5:22—23; I John 4:16; I Corinthians 13:4—8 

 

By contrast the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosi-

ty, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  There is no law against such things.  

— Galatians 5:22—23 

 

Ask God to continually cultivate the fruit of the Spirit in Koby as he submits to the will of 

God.  May he be a man of self-sacrificing love.  May he be a man of joy.  May he be 

a man of peace — a peacemaker among people and a peaceful presence in the 

church.  May he be a man of resilience who lovingly deals with difficult people.  May 

he be a man of gentleness who puts people at ease with his grace-filled words and 

actions.  May he be a man of goodness, showing kindness to others.  May he be a 

man of faith.  May he be gentle.  May he be a man of temperance.  Pray that God 

will teach him to abide as a branch that will bear much fruit. 

 

PARTING THOUGHTS 

REACHING THE COMMUNITY 
 

Scripture Reading:  I John 4:18; Proverbs 3:5—6 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  

— Proverbs 3:5 

 

Praise God for the meaningful ways in which we can engage our community 

throughout the year.  Pray that God would send us new avenues of ministry by which 

we may reach Erwin and Unicoi County — further developing Christ’s community at 

the corner of Main and Love.  Pray that our feet may be moved to action to serve the 

hungry, the brokenhearted, the homeless, the needy, the poor, the disenfranchised.  

Ask that God would strengthen the First Baptist Church to be Christ’s light in the 

depths of the world’s darkness. 

 

Tell God:  HERE WE ARE, LORD!  SEND US! 
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NOTES 
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NOTES 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MINISTRY LEADERS 
 Preston Holley MINISTER OF MUSIC preston@erwinfirst.org 

 Rev. Shawn Mullins MINISTER WITH YOUTH shawn@erwinfirst.org 
 Leslie Peterschmidt CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR leslie@erwinfirst.org 
 Dr. Koby Strawser SENIOR PASTOR koby@erwinfirst.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

423/743-9156  www.erwinfirst.org 
HELP US BETTER CARE FOR GOD’S WONDERFUL, BEAUTIFUL CREATION. 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS WORSHIP FOLDER IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO KEEP IT. 

TEACHING | PREACHING | REACHING 

The First Baptist Church of Erwin will forever teach and  

preach the Good News to reach our neighbors for Christ. 


